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A Kid In A Candy Store

A Kid In A Candy Store
by W.M. Akers

It wasn't the candy he wanted. It was the skateboard. Tommy had been staring at it for weeks, 

every day on his way home from school, admiring it through the window of the skate shop on 

Market Street. It was a longboard-a serious skateboard, not meant for tricks or speed, but 

for long rides down hills, on busy roads, or all the way across town. This was a skateboard 

that could change Tommy's life forever. No longer would his parents have to pick him up after 

school, or at the movies or the mall. The longboard would be able to take him home.

It was ocean blue, with chrome wheels and an elaborate drawing of a rocket ship on the 

underside. Each time he pressed his face against the glass of the skate shop, he felt himself 

fall into that picture, and his dreams of riding the longboard became mixed up with dreams of 

interstellar travel. He wasn't just going to the mall. He was going to Mars, to Alpha Centauri, 

to anywhere in the galaxy he felt like. He was going to conquer the stars.

Or he would have, anyway, if his dad weren't such a cheapskate. There's something about 

fathers that makes it impossible for them to understand skateboards.
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A Kid In A Candy Store

"Dad," Tommy said. "It's the world's finest skateboard. It could change my life forever."

"That's great," said Dad. "I'm all for kids having hobbies. But that's an expensive little toy, and

-"

"It's not a toy!" Tommy felt himself about to lose his temper. If he shouted, he knew he would 

never come close to owning his board. He collected himself. "It's a whole new way of life. 

When you were my age, what was the thing you wanted more than anything else? The thing 

you dreamed about? The thing you promised yourself you would get, no matter what?"

"A Black Shadow."

"A what?"

"A Vincent Black Shadow-the world's finest motorcycle. A more beautiful piece of machinery 

has never been designed."

"So yeah, this board is like the Vincent Black Shadow for the 21st Century. So you see why I 

have to have it."

"You know what my dad told me when I asked for a Black Shadow?"

"What?"

"Nothing. I didn't ask him, because I knew he'd think it was nothing more than an expensive 

toy. I went out, got a job, and started saving."

"Man," said Tommy. "I was afraid you'd say something like that."

"Dads are the worst, aren't they?"

***

Tommy walked up and down Market Street looking for someplace to work. The pizzeria wasn't 

hiring. The coffee shop said he was too young. The comic book store said he didn't have 

enough experience.

"But how can I get experience," Tommy asked, "if nobody will give me a job?!" The comic 

book clerk didn't answer. Tommy composed himself, said thank you, and left. 

The only store with a "HELP WANTED" sign was the one he had been dreading most: 

Orson's Confectionaries. The candy store.
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A Kid In A Candy Store

Whoever thinks that all kids love candy stores has never been to Orson's. It had been in the 

town since the dawn of time, and hadn't been updated much since. A dark, winding dungeon 

of a store, its shelves were filled with jars of weird, sticky gums and sucking candies so hard 

they could crack your teeth. Over all of it stood Mr. Orson, a hard-eyed skeleton of a man 

whose long grey hair and baggy clothes made him look like an out-of-work wizard. 

Tommy didn't know how the confectionary stayed in business. He'd never seen a kid go in or 

out, and he'd never heard anyone talk about buying something there. How could that store 

turn a profit? And why would a store with no customers need an extra employee? Tommy 

didn't want to find out, but the skateboard demanded he try. He pushed on the creaky old 

door, sucked in his breath, and plunged in.

"How may I help you?" said Mr. Orson. He sounded like a snake with a cold. 

"I, uh, uh...I-"

"You're looking for sweets?"

"No, well, uh-"

"Some raspberry rope, perhaps?"

"No thank you. Actually, I-"

"A chocolate lover, are we? Perhaps you'd prefer a chunk of Carlsberg Chew? It's the finest 

dark chocolate made in Germany. It has real hazelnuts inside!"

"That sounds good, but actually-"

"I see," said Mr. Orson, and his eyes went wide. His mouth crinkled up like a dead leaf, and 

Tommy got the impression that he was either about to scream at him, or sneeze. "I 

understand completely now."

"Understand what?"

"You are a boy...with a sour tooth." He reached behind him, to the highest shelf on a rickety 

bookcase, and presented Tommy with a star-shaped, tiny yellow candy. "Try this. A Sunburst 

Express-a sour candy of my own design."

"Yeah?"
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"Free of charge."

Tommy licked his lips. If there was one thing in life he loved more than skateboarding, it was 

sour candy. The grosser the better, he thought. A candy wasn't any good unless it made you 

squeeze your face together, shut your eyes, and want to cry. That's how you knew it was nice 

and sour.

"It's pretty sour?"

"It will make your tongue turn inside out."

Tommy reached for the candy and popped it into his mouth. At first, he tasted nothing. But 

then, as he began to chew, it was like an oil tanker had spilled in his throat. His gums were on 

fire. His tonsils were tap-dancing. And his tongue...his tongue felt like it was about to turn itself 

inside out!

"Oh my goodness!" he gasped. "This is the best candy I ever tasted."

"Why thank you," said Mr. Orson. "Have a sip of Fizzberry Soda. It will ease the sensation. 

Now, you're looking for a job?"

"How did you know?"

"I could just tell. Desperate for a new toy, are you?"

"It's not a toy! It's...well, yes. That's right."

"The Sunburst was a test. I don't want anyone working here who doesn't love sour sweets."

"I love 'em more than anything!" Tommy remembered the skateboard. "Well, practically 

anything."

"Good," said Mr. Orson, as he handed Tommy an apron. "Then you'll be getting your new toy 

very soon indeed."
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A Kid In A Candy Store - Comprehension Questions

Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. What does Tommy think could change his life forever?

A. a piece of chocolate

B. a comic book store

C. a skateboard

D. a motorcycle

2. A problem in this story is that Tommy wants a skateboard but does not have the 

money to buy one. How does he try to solve this problem?

A. He tries to solve this problem by dreaming about a trip to Mars.

B. He tries to solve this problem by getting a job.

C. He tries to solve this problem by staring through the window of the skate shop.

D. He tries to solve this problem by going to the mall.

3. Tommy stares at the skateboard through the window of the skate shop for weeks. 

After his dad refuses to buy the skateboard for him, Tommy gets a job so that he can 

buy it himself.

What can be concluded from this information?

A. Tommy is serious about getting the skateboard and will work hard to do it.

B. Tommy is heartbroken and has given up all hope of getting the skateboard.

C. If Tommy does not make enough money at his job to buy the skateboard, he will steal 
it.

D. Tommy will lose interest in the skateboard a few weeks after starting his job.

4. What do Tommy and his dad have in common?

A. Both Tommy and his dad think raspberry rope is the best candy in the world.

B. As boys, both wanted a skateboard built for long rides on roads and down hills.

C. As boys, both wanted a motorcycle known as a Vincent Black Shadow

D. As boys, both wanted something that their fathers would not buy for them.
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5. What is a theme of this story?

A. friendship

B. honesty

C. determination

D. giving up

6. Read the following sentences: "How could that store turn a profit? And why would a 

store with no customers need an extra employee? Tommy didn't want to find out, but 

the skateboard demanded he try."

What does the phrase "the skateboard demanded he try" mean?

A. Tommy wanted the skateboard so much that he decided to try.

B. The skateboard spoke to Tommy in a dream and told him to try.

C. Tommy has spent so much time thinking about the skateboard that he is starting to 
imagine things.

D. The skateboard has a recorder and speaker that can play voice messages.

7. Choose the answer that best completes the sentence below.

Tommy wants a skateboard; _______, he wants a longboard.

A. specifically

B. on the other hand

C. before

D. therefore

8. What kind of candy does Mr. Orson give Tommy to try?
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9. Tommy asks how Mr. Orson knew he was looking for a job. What is Mr. Orson's 

reply?

10. How could Mr. Orson tell that Tommy was looking for a job? Support your answer 

with evidence from the passage.
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WRITING PROMPT 
 
Week 2: 
What makes the best pet?  Provide evidence for your choice. 

 
 



 
 

Equivalent Expression Match 
 
 
Materials: Expression Cards 
 

1. Write a numerical expression to match the written expression. 
 

2. Match your numerical expression with the answer key. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Melody, Cathy
5.OA.A.2-Write simple expressions that record calculations with numbers, and interpret numerical expressions without evaluating them.



 



 

Melody, Cathy
ANSWER KEY



M
ake the Sm

allest Product
M

aterials: num
eral cards 0-9 (4 of each), calculator  

____________________________________________________________________

1. W
ork w

ith a partner. S
huffle the cards and place them

 facedow
n 

in a stack.

2. Take four cards each from
 the top of the stack and use them

 to
create a three-digit by tw

o-digit m
ultiplication problem

.  A
rrange

your cards to m
ake the sm

allest product possible.

3. W
rite and solve your m

ultiplication problem
. 

4. U
se a calculator to check each other’s w

ork. The player w
ith the 

sm
allest product scores one point. S

ubtract one point for an 
incorrect answ

er.

5. The first player to reach five points is the w
inner.

©
K

-5M
athTeachingR
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x
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2
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Melody, Cathy
5.NBT.B.5 Fluently multiply multi-digit whole numbers using the standard algorithm.



Families, 
 
Please save the math resources in the pages that follow for upcoming 
math activities to help your child continue learning at home.   
 
We may continue to add to these resources in weeks to come.   
 
Included in this resource packet, you will find tools designed to help 
your child when he/she needs some extra support on a topic that is 
challenging for them.  These may include items such as number lines, 
hundreds charts, multiplication tables, number or dot cards, tens 
frames, fraction bars/circles, and many other resources our math 
consultants find that could be helpful during this time. 
 
We are happy to continue to find ways to support families during this 
difficult time for all of us. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Your GISD Math Team 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Melody, Cathy
****PLEASE COPY SINGLE-SIDED****
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Multiplication Chart 0 to 10           
 
 

X 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

1 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

2 0 2 4 6 8 10 12 14 16 18 20 

3 0 3 6 9 12 15 18 21 24 27 30 

4 0 4 8 12 16 20 24 28 32 36 40 

5 0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40 45 50 

6 0 6 12 18 24 30 36 42 48 54 60 

7 0 7 14 21 28 35 42 49 56 63 70 

8 0 8 16 24 32 40 48 56 64 72 80 

9 0 9 18 27 36 45 54 63 72 81 90 

10 0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100 
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Graphic Organizer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 

 
 
  

 
 
 
  

Each branch… 
 

• Has its own 
powers 

• Has the power to 
“check” the 
others 

Described in the  
Constitution 

 
 

 

Three Branches 
 

• Legislative 
• Executive 
• Judicial 

 

Organization of the 
Federal Government 

Related Concepts 
 

• Separation of Powers 
• Limited Government 
• Checks and Balances 

With your child review 
the graphic organizers, 
Big Ideas, and read 
through the tables and 
text. Then, have them 
read through each of the 
Excerpts from “Article I 
Section 8” and 
determine which power 
listed in the Information 
Sheet matches the 
excerpt. 
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Big Ideas Card 
 
 
  

Big Ideas of Lesson 1, Unit 1 
 

1.  The Framers of the Constitution were afraid of giving one group or one 
person in government too much power.  

2.  To keep one group or one person from having too much power the Framers 
divided the government into three branches. 

3. The three branches are given different functions and their own special 
powers. This principle is known as the separation of powers.  

4. Each of the three branches has the authority of checks and balances that 
prevent the other branches from becoming too powerful. For instance, the 
president has the power to veto a law passed by Congress. 
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Separation of Powers 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Federal Government 

Legislative 
Branch 

Executive 
Branch 

Judicial 
Branch 

Main Duty: 
 

To make  
laws 

 

Main Duty: 
 

To enforce 
laws 

Main Duty: 
 

To interpret 
laws 

 

Congress 
 

House of 
Representatives 

 
Senate 

 

 
 

President 

Supreme 
Court  

and other 
Federal  
Courts 
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Excerpts from the United States Constitution 
 

Article. I. 
Section. 1. 
All legislative Powers herein granted shall be vested in a 
Congress of the United States, which shall consist of a Senate 
and House of Representatives 

 
Article. II. 
Section. 1. 
The executive Power shall be vested in a President of the United 
States of America. He shall hold his Office during the Term of four 
Years, and, together with the Vice President, chosen for the same 
Term, be elected, as follows: 

 
Article III. 
Section. 1. 
The judicial Power of the United States shall be vested in one 
supreme Court, and in such inferior Courts as the Congress may 
from time to time ordain and establish. The Judges, both of the 
supreme and inferior Courts, shall hold their Offices during good 
Behavior, and shall, at stated Times, receive for their Services a 
Compensation, which shall not be diminished during their 
Continuance in Office 
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Information Sheet for Article I-The Legislative Branch 
 

Who? The Congress made up of the House of Representatives  
(435 members) and the Senate (100 members). 

Require-
ments 

House of Representatives 
 

• At least 25 years old 
• A U.S. citizen for the 

past 7 years 
• Must live in the state 

they represent 

Senate 
 

• At least 30 years old 
• A U.S. citizen for the past 9 years 
• Must live in the state they represent 

Term 
House of Representatives 

 
2 years 

Senate 
 

6 years 

Special 
Powers 

House of Representatives 
 

• Must introduce laws 
that make people pay 
taxes 

• Can decide if a 
government official 
should be put on trial 
before the Senate 

Senate 
 

• Must approve any treaties of the 
President 

• Must approve any people the 
President recommends for jobs 
including ambassadors and Supreme 
Court Justices 

• Can hold a trial for a government 
official who does something very 
wrong 

Powers 

1. To make laws 
2. To tax the people 
3. To raise an army and navy to defend the country 
4. To declare war 
5. To create a court system 
6. To coin money 
7. To regulate trade between states 
8. To regulate trade between the U.S. and other countries 

 

Limits on 
Power 

• Cannot make unfair laws such as those that would limit a person’s 
right to freedom of speech or religion 

• The Supreme Court can declare a law unconstitutional 
• The President can veto a law 
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Excerpt from Article I-Section 8 
 

What 
Power ? Article I – Section 8 

 The Congress shall have power to lay and collect taxes, duties, 
imposts and excises, to pay the debts and provide for the 
common defense and general welfare of the United States; but 
all duties, imposts and excises shall be uniform throughout the 
United States;  

 To borrow money on the credit of the United States;  
 To regulate commerce with foreign nations, and among the 

several states, and with the Indian tribes;  
 To coin money, regulate the value thereof, and of foreign coin, 

and fix the standard of weights and measures;  
 To provide for the punishment of counterfeiting the securities 

and current coin of the United States;  
 To establish post offices and post roads;  
 To promote the progress of science and useful arts, by 

securing for limited times to authors and inventors the exclusive 
right to their respective writings and discoveries;  

 To constitute tribunals inferior to the Supreme Court;  
 To declare war, grant letters of marque and reprisal, and make 

rules concerning captures on land and water;  
 To raise and support armies, but no appropriation of money to 

that use shall be for a longer term than two years;  
 To provide and maintain a navy;  
 To make rules for the government and regulation of the land 

and naval forces;  
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Excerpt from Article I-Section 8 – Answer Sheet 
 

What 
Power ? Article I – Section 8 

#2 

The Congress shall have power to lay and collect taxes, 
duties, imposts and excises, to pay the debts and provide for 
the common defense and general welfare of the United 
States; but all duties, imposts and excises shall be uniform 
throughout the United States;  

 To borrow money on the credit of the United States;  

#7, #8 To regulate commerce with foreign nations, and among the 
several states, and with the Indian tribes;  

#6 To coin money, regulate the value thereof, and of foreign coin, 
and fix the standard of weights and measures;  

 To provide for the punishment of counterfeiting the securities 
and current coin of the United States;  

 To establish post offices and post roads;  

 
To promote the progress of science and useful arts, by 
securing for limited times to authors and inventors the 
exclusive right to their respective writings and discoveries;  

#5 To constitute tribunals inferior to the Supreme Court;  

#4 To declare war, grant letters of marque and reprisal, and 
make rules concerning captures on land and water;  

#3 To raise and support armies, but no appropriation of money to 
that use shall be for a longer term than two years;  

#3 To provide and maintain a navy;  

#1 To make rules for the government and regulation of the land 
and naval forces;  
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